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U.S. Consulate Warns Public
Against Visa Fraud

As part of ongoing efforts to promote

legitimate travel to the United States,
members of the Visa Unit of the U.S. Consulate
General in Jerusalem met with media outlets
to discuss a recent increase in the number of
visa applicants presenting incomplete or
misleading information, and to raise public
awareness about how to avoid fraud and how
fraud negatively affects a person’s eligibility to
travel to the United States.

During the roundtable discussion, Consulate
officials warned against individuals,
organizations or businesses, including service
offices and travel agencies, claiming to have
exclusive connections with or authorization
from the Consulate. U.S. Consulate Fraud
Prevention Manager Sara Greengrass said,
“Such claims are not true. The U.S. Consulate
does not endorse or have a ‘'"special
relationship" with any individual or service
office that offers advice or assistance with the
visa process.” Ms. Greengrass further
explained that there is no requirement that
applicants use the services of a third party;
and, that no organizations are given special
appointment scheduling privileges or faster
processing times. She noted that under U.S.
law, the Consulate is prohibited from releasing
information about the status of a visa
application to third parties, including service

offices or travel agents.
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Thirty High School Students from Gaza Visit
the United States on U.S. Department of
State-Sponsored Trip

February 3, 2010
Jerusalem

The U.S. Department of State sponsored a two-
week visit to the U.S. focused on human rights
and democracy for a group of 30 high school
students from Gaza. Two separate groups of 15
girls and 15 boys were selected because of
their outstanding performance in their human
rights classes at UNRWA schools in Gaza. Along
with their teachers, the students visited
Atlanta; Washington, D.C.; and New York City.

While in Atlanta, the students met with former
U.S. President Jimmy Carter, visited the Martin
Luther King Center, and participated in
discussions on conflict resolution, human
rights, and democracy. In Washington, D.C.,
the students received a tour of the White
House and Capitol Hill, saw a concert at the
Kennedy Center, and had dinner with American
high school students and their families. In New
York City, the students met with UN Secretary-
General Ban Ki-moon and saw a Broadway
musical.

U.S. Consul General in Jerusalem Daniel
Rubinstein met with the group upon their
return to discuss their impressions of the
United States. Consul General Rubinstein
congratulated them, saying, “l hope your
experience in the United States will help you as
you become the future leaders of an
independent Palestinian state.”

The United States is UNRWA'’s largest bilateral
donor. Its total contribution to UNRWA in 2009
was $267 million, including over $116 million
to its General Fund, $30 million to its Lebanon
Emergency Appeals, and $119.5 million to its
West Bank/Gaza Emergency Programs.
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West Bank

U.S. Consulate General Jerusalem Supports Cooperation between Police and Youth throughout the

Public Affairs Officer Frank Finver and Cultural and Educational Exchanges Officer Alistair Baskey
attended the closing ceremony of the PD-funded “Junior Police Project” in the West Bank town of
Salfeet. The three-month project, implemented by local youth NGO Partners for Sustainable
Development in nine West Bank governorates, provided 240 youth the opportunity to learn from
policemen about their daily work in law enforcement. Read more...
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U.S. Government Contributes
$40 million to UNRWA

At a signing ceremony in
Dheisheh refugee camp today,
U.S. Consul General Daniel
Rubinstein announced a U.S.
contribution of $40 million to
the United Nations Relief and
Works Agency for Palestine
Refugees in the Near East
(UNRWA). This contribution
will support UNRWA's regular
budget and emergency
programs in the West Bank
and Gaza. Read More...
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What is MEPI?

The Middle East Partnership Initiative (MEPI), located within
the Bureau of Near Eastern Affairs at the U.S. Department of
State, supports efforts to expand political participation,
strengthen civil society and the rule of law, empower women
and youth, create educational opportunities, and foster
economic reform throughout the Middle East and North Africa
(MENA). Through timely, responsive and innovative
approaches, MEPI projects provide critical assistance to local
reformers using three primary programming mechanisms:

e Education and Exchange Programs
e MEPI Local Grants
e Washington Awards

In addition to its main office in Washington, DC, MEPI maintains
two regional offices in Tunis and Abu Dhabi. The MEPI Regional
Office (RO) in Tunis administers more than $2 million in
programming each year across North Africa and the Levant,
including the Palestinian Territories. Programs consist of
conferences, exchange programs, and funding opportunities
such as the Local Grants Program and Civil Society Grants.

MEPI Coordinators are located in U.S. Embassies and
Consulates across the region. The MEPI Coordinator in the U.S.
Consulate General Jerusalem provides oversight of all MEPI
programming in the Palestinian Territories and serves as the
local point of contact for MEPI award recipients. For further
information regarding specific MEPI awards in the Palestinian
Territories please email, MEPlJerusalem@state.gov.
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The Public Affairs Office of the U.S.
Consulate General, Jerusalem
Announces the AY 2011 - 2012
Fulbright Science and Technology
Scholarship PhD Student Program

The  Fulbright  Science and
Technology Scholarship is a highly
selective program for PhD study at
top U.S. institutions in science,
technology, or engineering.
Approximately 45 awards will be
competed worldwide for
candidates who  demonstrate
unique aptitude and innovation in
scientific fields. Scholarships will be
awarded to applicants who
demonstrate academic excellence,
leadership  qualities, and a
commitment to improving cross-
cultural relations through
international exchange.

The fellowship will provide the
following benefits: Activities,
tuition and fees; a monthly stipend
for up to 36 months; books and
equipment, research and
professional conference
allowances; J-1 visa sponsorship;
round-trip airfare from fellow’s
home city to the host institution in
the United States; health and
accident coverage as per U.S.
Government guidelines; and
specially  tailored  enrichment
activities. After three vyears, the
host U.S. university will be
expected to cover the remaining
expenses toward completion of the
Ph.D.

For more information on
Application and Requirements click
here
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Special E-Docs in the African American History Month:

v" Free At Last - The U.S. Civil Rights Movement

v 2010 BLACK HISTORY THEME: THE HISTORY OF BLACK ECONOMIC
EMPOWERMENT. Association for the Study of African American Life and
History. 2010

v/ 2010 NATIONAL AFRICAN AMERICAN READ-IN. National Council of
Teachers of English. January 2010

v AFRICAN AMERICAN HISTORY MONTH. Law Library, Library of Congress.
May 27, 2009

v AFRICAN AMERICAN HISTORY: PROMINENT AFRICAN AMERICANS PAST
AND PRESENT. Lakewood City Schools. 2010

v AFRICAN AMERICAN PERSPECTIVES: PAMPHLETS FROM THE DANIEL A. P.
MURRAY COLLECTION 1818-1907. American Memory, Library of Congress.
2010

v" THE NAACP: A CENTURY IN THE FIGHT FOR FREEDOM. Library of Congress.
February 3, 2010

Selected E-Docs:

v PROTECTING EDUCATION FROM ATTACK: A STATE-OF-THE-ART REVIEW. U.N.
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization. 2010

v" WHY DO SO MANY WOMEN END UP IN BAD JOBS?: A CROSS-COUNTRY ASSESSMENT.
Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development. Johannes Jutting et al. Web
posted February 1, 2010.

v CHASING THE COLLEGE ACCEPTANCE LETTER: IS IT HARDER TO GET INTO COLLEGE?
Center for Public Education. January 2010

«»External links to other Internet sites should not be construed as an endorsement of the views or privacy policies contained therein.
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